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Asia 
July - September 2005 Forecast 
 
 
Passenger Numbers by Route (millions) 
 
Apr-Jun ‘05 Apr-Jun ‘04 % change Jul-Sept ‘04 Forecast 
Domestic 16.63 16.99 -2.10% 18.49 18.11 
Intercontinental 19.59 18.90 3.63% 20.69 21.45 
Total 36.22 35.89 0.93% 39.18 39.55 
 
The international market continues to grow and this corresponds with the continued growth of 
long haul passenger numbers travelling to Asia/Australasia from Europe.  Domestic travel within 
Asia is still recovering after the events of December 2004, with this quarter’s passenger 
numbers only being down by 2% compared to the almost 10% decrease in passenger numbers 
between January and March 2005.  
 
Passenger Numbers by Seat Class (millions) 
 
Apr-Jun ‘05 Apr-Jun ‘04 % change Jul-Sept ‘04 Forecast 
First 2.37 2.35 0.87% 2.59 2.62 
Business 3.83 3.85 -0.47% 4.20 4.18 
Coach 30.03 26.70 1.11% 32.39 32.76 
 
First class passengers account for almost 7% of all passengers in 2nd quarter of 2005, 
compared to only 3.5% in Europe. The North American market, like Asia, seems to be 
concentrating on the First Class sector rather than the Business Class sector whilst in Europe 
the opposite seems to be true. 
 
Estimated Complimentary Meal Numbers by Route (millions) 
 
Apr-Jun ‘05 Apr-Jun ‘04 % change Jul-Sept ‘04 Forecast 
Domestic 8.32 8.49 -2.09% 9.25 9.05 
Intercontinental 29.38 28.35 3.63% 31.04 32.17 
Total 37.70 36.85 2.32% 40.29 41.22 
 
The Asian airlines tend to cover five sectors rather than the normal three sector descriptions 
applied to other areas of the world (short, medium and long haul).  In Asia, they also include 
both an USH (ultra short haul) and an ULH (ultra long haul sector).  The USH sector, during 
meal times, still tends to serve a full tray set and on ULH, up to three full tray sets can be 
served. This area still therefore offers a higher proportion of food service on its flights compared 
to both the European and North American markets. 
 
Passenger Numbers by Carrier (millions) 
 
Apr-Jun ‘05 Apr-Jun ‘04 % change Jul-Sept ‘04 Forecast 
Cathay Pacific 3.71 3.31 12.10% 3.63 4.07 
Japan Airlines 13.93 13.85 0.63% 15.92 16.02 
Malaysia Air 4.50 4.14 8.80% 4.38 4.76 
Qantas 5.87 6.24 -5.91% 6.42 6.04 
Singapore Airways 4.02 3.80 5.66% 4.05 4.28 
Thai Air 4.20 4.57 -7.97% 4.79 4.41 
 
Cathay Pacific, Malaysia Air and Singapore Airlines all show high levels of growth in this quarter 
compared to the same period last year.  Thai Air, however, as their quarterly report also 
suggests, are approximately 8% down on passenger numbers compared to the same period 
last year. Qantas have also seen a decrease in passenger numbers, their final year report 
suggests that over the year ending June 2005, there was a 5.3% drop in passenger numbers. 
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Headlines 
 
India 
Jet Airways, India’s largest domestic airline has leased an additional five aircraft 
for both its domestic and international operations.  In the last quarter (April to 
June 2005), Jet Airways have launched daily international flights to Singapore, 
Malaysia and London Heathrow. 
 
Kingfisher, owner of the liquor company UB Group have launched a new low-
cost airline flying between Delhi, Bangalore and Mumbai.  Kingfisher are 
marketing themselves differently from other start-ups by promising frills such as 
hot meals and personal televisions fitted to every seat. 
 
 
AAPA 
The AAPA are expecting to see a significant number of new low-cost carriers 
across the North Asia region.  At least 12 new airlines are expected to begin 
operations over the next twelve months in Macau, China, Hong Kong, South 
Korea and Japan.  The AAPA suggest that there are over 500 million 
consumers within a three-hour flight radius in North Asia that can afford air 
travel. 
 
However, the recently agreed merger between Singapore-based Valuair and 
Jetstar Asia shows the first sign of consolidation among Southeast Asia’s low-
cost carriers. 
 
 
China 
Shanghai’s Pudong Airport is set to receive a USD 1.8 billion extension to help 
meet the demand of strong passenger growth, especially with the upcoming 
World Exposition (to be held in Shanghai in 2010). Shanghai’s two main airports 
(Pudong and Hongiao) collectively handled over 36 million passengers in 2004.  
The two airports are now linked to 86 international destinations, 16 of which 
were added in 2004, five by foreign carriers. 
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Explanations 
 
Passenger Numbers by Route 
The data in this table is derived from the area’s major individual carrier’s websites. 
These carriers include Cathay Pacific, Japan Airlines, Korean Airlines, Malaysia Air, 
Qantas, Singapore Airways and Thai Air. 
 
% change - This compares the last full quarter of this year with the same quarter in the 
previous year. 
 
Forecast - The forecast is based on the trend derived from the equivalent quarter of the 
previous year and the percentage change in the last full quarter. 
 
Passenger Numbers by Seat Class 
The data in this table is derived from data found on Euromonitor’s web pages. The seat 
class data is defined by country and is then applied to the major carrier for that country. 
Two countries are not reported on and the average seat class ratio is applied to these. 
 
Estimated Complimentary Meal Numbers and Type by Route 
The data in this table is calculated by taking the total passenger numbers by route and 
applying a multiplier to provide an estimate of the total meals provided to passengers.  
The multipliers used are based upon consensus meal values agreed upon by a panel 
of experts and are subject to change on a monthly basis. 
 
% change – Please see above. 
 
Forecast – Please see above. 
 
Passenger Numbers by Carrier 
The data in this table is derived from the individual carrier’s websites. The Association 
of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) data is derived from Monthly International Statistics as 
found on their website. 
 
% change – Please see above. 
 
Forecast – Please see above. 
 
 
